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TO  THE 


TIVERTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1954. 


Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP 

THE  AREA. 

Area:  114,139  Acres. 

Population,  estimated:  20,700  (R.G.’s  Mid-1954 

Estimate). 

Rateable  Value:  ;f84,631  at  1st  April,  1954. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  ;f363/19/2. 

Social  Conditions.  Agriculture  being  the  chief  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  conditions  are,  on  the  whole,  good. 

Slaughtering  Industries.  Messrs.  Lloyd  Maunder  Ltd., 
and  C.  &  T.  Harris  (Caine)  Ltd.,  Tiverton  Junction. 
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other  Main  Industries: 

Wiggins,  Teape  &  Co.  (1919)  Ltd.,  Devon  Valley  F^aper 
Mills,  Hele  ; 

Reed  &  Smith,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Silverton  Mills,  Hele  ; 

Culm  Leather  Dressing  Co.,  Longbridge,  Cullompton ; 

Fox  Bros.,  Weavers,  37,  Higher  Street,  Cullompton; 

Dreven  &  Brown,  Glove  Manufacturers,  Imngbridge, 
Cullompton  ; 

Sellwood  Bros.,  Tanneries,  Exeter  Hill,  Cullompton; 

Reed  &  Smith,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Higher  King’s  Mill, 
Cullompton  ; 

John  Heathcoat  &  Co.,  Net  Mending,  Victoria  Hall, 
Cullompton  ; 

Fox  Bros.,  Weavers,  Uffculme ; 

Wilts  United  Dairies  Ltd.,  Milk  PMctory,  Hemyock; 
Dulverton  Saw  Mills,  Exebridge ; 

Bramber  Engineering  WMrks,  Willand; 

Duchess  of  Devonshire  Dairy  Co.  Ltd.,  Willand. 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total.  M. 

Live  I  Legitimate  283  147 

Births  1  Illegitimate  12  5 

Still  1  Legitimate  6  3 

Births  \  Illegitimate  1  1 


F. 

136  r  Birth  Rate  per  1000 
74  the  population — 14‘2 

3  r  Rate  per  1000  total 
—  \  births — 23'6 


Corrected  Birth  Rate 


15-6  per  1000 


Deaths 


225  121  104- 


Corrected  Death  Rate 


Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population— 
‘18*6 

15‘6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 


.  M.— 7;  F.— 2 


Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents  f  from  sepsis  ..  Nil 
of  pregnancy  and  child-birth  f  from  other  causes  Nil 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  33'4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  317 

Illegitimate  infants  deaths  under  one  ..  ..  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ..  Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  40 


Excessive  Mortality  during  the  Year. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  in  1949  were  40;  in  1950 — 43  ;  in 
1951 — 32;  in  1952 — 35;  in  1953 — 39;  and  in  1954 — 40: — 


Males.  Females. 

Stomach  . .  . .  8  4 

Bronchus  and  Lung  6  1 

Breast  . .  . .  —  5 

Uterus  . .  . .  —  — 

Others  . .  . .  8  8 


22  18  ---  Total  of  40. 


In  order  to  assist  the  Regional  Cancer  Bureau  in  its 
task  of  registering  the  highest  possible  percentage  of  cancer 
cases,  I  propose  to  introduce  a  system  of  voluntary  cancer 
notification  during  the  ensuing  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  measure  will  have  the  effect  of 
causing  cancer  cases  to  be  registered  who,  for  any  reason, 
do  not  seek  treatment  in  hospital. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

1.  Nursing  in  the  Home — Home  Help  Service.  Cases  are 

dealt  with  by  direct  application  from  the  District 
Nurses  or  Health  Vhsitors  to  the  County  Office. 
During  1954  19  cases  were  dealt  with,  of  which  9  were 
maternity. 

2.  Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Area.  The 

District  Nurses,  of  which  there  are  16,  act  in  this 
capacity. 
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3.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Clinical  material  is  examined 

at  the  County  Laboratories  as  before,  also  at  the 
Pathological  "Department  of  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital. 

4.  Legislation  in  Force.  There  has  been  no  major  change 

during  the  past  year  with  regard  to  Legislation 
in  Force  throughout  the  Area. 

5.  Post  Hill  Hospital — formerly  the  Tiverton  Hospital  for 

Infectious  Diseases.  This  Hospital  has  now  30 
medical  and  convalescent  beds.  The  former  Diph¬ 
theria  block  IS  out  of  use  owing  to  lack  of  available 
funds. 

6.  General  Surgical  and  Medical  Cases.  Fhese  are  admitted 

to  Tiverton  and  District  Hospital  or  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital.  The  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital  has  a  considerable  waiting  list  and 
consequently  accommodation  cannot  be  considered 
adequate. 

7.  Maternity  Cases.  The  majority  are  admitted  to  the 

Tiverton  and  District  Hospital,  admission  being 
controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Appli¬ 
cations  are  usually  in  excess  of  accommodation. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis]  during 
the  year  1954,  giving  age  incidence. 


Age 

Periods 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

C.  Ji: 

O  'OJD 

O  P 

o 

>  u 

Measles 

Pneu- 
1  monia 

Ery¬ 

sipelas 

Para 

Typhoid 

1 

Dysen¬ 

tery 

(Sonne) 

Cerebro  | 

Spinal  1 

Meningitis  J 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Acute  1 

Polio-  1 

1  myelitis  I 

<  ^  c, 

Food 

Poisoning 

0—  1 

_ 

8 

1 

1 

1- 

-  3 

2 

— 

10 

13 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

3- 

-  5 

2 

— 

16 

9 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

5—10 

10 

— 

32 

39 

5 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

10- 

-15 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

15- 

-25 

- - 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

— 

1 

25- 

-30 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

30- 

-35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

35—45 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45- 

-55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

■ — 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

15 

— 

70 

68 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954. 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods 

Pr.Inionary 

Non- 

Pul  moD  ary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—  5 

• — ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

3 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

25—30 

— 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

30—35 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

_ — 

— 

45—55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

55-over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

6 

4 

2 

1 

2 

— 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  was 
taken  during  the  year. 


Section  B -SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

A  satisfactory  standard  of  quality  has  been  maintained 
generally  throughout  the  year.  Samples  are  taken  regularly 
for  bacteriological  examination.  It  is  increasingly  difficult 
to  maintain  an  adequate  supply  over  the  whole  area. 
Silverton,  T'horverton  and  Willand  are  the  main  areas 
affected  by  shortages  Negotiations  are  proceeding  over 
the  provision  of  a  new^  source  at  Stapley  to  augment  the 
Regional  Scheme. 

Work  has  begun  on  a  scheme  to  provide  a  piped  supply 
to  Butterleigh  village  and  Bickleigh  village. 


Stoodleigh  water  supply  was  taken  over  by  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board  from  a  private  owner. 


Washfield  pumping  station  has  been  electrified  and  a 
new  Beresford  centrifugal  pump  and  a  chlorinator  were 
installed. 


During  the  year,  the  following  premises  have  been 
connected  to  main  supplies  : 

Domestic  Premises  . .  . .  163 

Trade  Premises  (including  Farms)  35  (metered 

-  ‘supplies) 

Total  No.  of  New  Consumers  during  year  198 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  consumers  on  the 
Water  Schemes  throughout  the  District : 


Estimated 

Approx. 

Population 

Supplied 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 
Supplied  by 

Parish 

Population 

from  Mains 

Connected  Stand  pipes 

Bradninch 

1767 

1433 

460 

— 

Burlescombe 

699 

384 

128 

— 

Butterleigh 

96 

— 

— 

— 

Clayhidon 

461 

— 

— 

— 

Cullompton 

3377 

2597 

862 

— 

Culmstock 

716 

455 

153 

— 

Halberton 

1281 

760 

254 

— 

Hemyock 

1068 

508 

170 

— 

Hockworthy 

179 

40 

12 

— 

Holcombe  Rogus 

489 

226 

72 

■ — 

Huntsham 

149 

_ 

— 

— 

Kentisbeare 

670 

398 

131 

3 

(including  Blackborough) 

Sampford  Peverell  669 

556 

185 

Silverton 

1274 

996 

331 

17 

Thorverton 

701 

596 

190 

— 

Uffculme 

1688 

1260 

409 

— 

Uplowman 

303 

110 

34 

— 

Willand 

808 

734 

243 

— 

16,395 

11,053 

3,634 

20 
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No.  of 


Parish 

Estimated 

Approx. 

Population 

Supplied 

No.  of 
Dwelling 
Hou.'es 

Dwelling 
Houses 
Supplied  by 

fV^pulation 

from  Mains 

Connected 

Standpipes 

Bampton 

1614 

1021 

342 

25 

(mcluciing  Shillingford 

Bickleigh 

) 

211 

Cadbury 

143 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Cadeleigh 

165 

_ 

_ 

Clayhanger 

165 

56 

16 

_ 

Cruwys  Morchard 

432 

25 

8 

— 

Loxbeare 

148 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

Morebath 

364 

127 

41 

3 

(including  Exbridge) 

Oakford 

359 

60 

19 

4 

Stoodleigh 

260 

110 

14 

2 

Templeton 

135 

— 

_ — ^ 

— 

Washfield 

323 

75 

20 

— 

4,319 

1,474 

464 

34 

Total  for  District 

20,714 

12,527 

4,098 

54 

Sewerage. 


Parish.  Details. 

Bampton.  P^ull  treatment  of  the  sewage  is  given  at  the 

new  sewage  works  and  the  effluent  was  satis¬ 
factory  during  the  year. 

Shillingford.  There  is  a  water  carriage 
system  of  drainage  for  this  hamlet  and  dis¬ 
posal  IS  by  means  of  a  septic  tank. 


Bickleigh.  The  village  is  sewered  by  means  of  a  sewer 

and  septic'  tank,  which  discharges  its  effluent 
into  a  small  stream  running  into  the  River 
Rxe. 


Bradninch.  I'here  are  two  outfalls,  at  llele  Road  and 

Idittersfield,  near  the  Manor  ffouse.  Treat¬ 
ment  is  by  broad  irrigation  and  settling  tanks. 


Burlescombe.  'fhe  existing  sewers  discharge  into  septic 

tanks  and  the  effluent  runs  into  irrigation 
channels.  Septic  tanks  are  being  provided 
to  serve  the  new  housing  estate. 
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Parish. 

Butterleigh. 


Cadbury. 

Cadeleigh. 

Clayhanger. 

Clayhidon. 

Cruwys 

Morchard. 


Cullompton. 


Culmstock, 


Details. 

No  sewerage  scheme.  Mainly  pail  closets. 
Now  that  water  is  being  supplied  to  Butter¬ 
leigh  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council 
to  consider  the  provision  of  a  small  sewerage 
scheme  for  this  area. 

Conservanc}^ 

Partly  sewered.  Disposal  by  septic  tank 
and  filter  bed. 

No  sewerage  scheme.  Mainly  pail  closets. 

No  sewerage  system.  Drainage  is  disposed 
of  by  septic  tanks  where  w^ater  closets  have 
been  installed. 

Cruwys  Morchard  is  a  very  scattered  parish 
Where  groups  of  houses  have  been  erected 
by  this  Council,  small  sewerage  plants  have 
been  installed  and  the  effluents  have  been 
sarisfactoiw  during  the  year  under  reviewc 

A  comprehensive  report  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers.  A 
scheme  estimated  to  cost  £82,000  has  been 
approved  in  principle  by  the  Council  and 
has  also  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for 
their  consideration.  In  addition  to  dealing 
with  the  domestic  waste  from  the  town,  the 
new  scheme  would  also  be  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  industrial  waste  from  Sellwood’s 
Tannery,  the  Culm  Leather  Dressing  WTrks, 
the  Glove  P'actory  and  King’s  Paper  Mills. 
The  scheme  would  obviate  the  necessity  of 
cleaning  silt  out  of  sewers  which  are  not 
self-cleansing.  These  sewers  are  to  be  re-laid 
and  the  sewage  disposal  works  is  to  be  entire¬ 
ly  reconstructed.  The  Engineer  considers 
that  the  new  works  should  be  capable  of 
providing  an  effluent  up  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  Devon  River  Board. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have 
prepared  a  scheme  and  this  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  for  their  approval.  A 
starting  date  is  awaited. 
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Parish. 

Halberton. 


Hemyock. 

Hockworthy. 

Holcombe 

Rogus. 

Huntsham. 

Kentisbeare. 

Loxbeare. 

Morebath. 

Oakford. 

Sampford 

Peverell. 


I  )etails. 

Work  on  the  Halberton  sewerage  scheme  is 
now  completed.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  all  dwellings  in  the  village  to  be 
provided  with  proper  water  closets  and  drain¬ 
age.  A  full-time  caretaker  will  be  employed 
to  maintain  the  Halberton  and  Sampford 
Peverell  sewers  and  sewage  works. 

There  is  a  sewerage  scheme  with  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  outfall.  A  proper  disposal  plant  is 
required  in  order  to  prevent  pollution  of  the 
River  Culm. 

There  is  a  small  scheme  serving  the  hamlet 
of  Staple  Cross,  otherwise  the  parish  is  served 
by  septic  tanks  and  pail  closets. 

The  village  septic  tanks  continue  to  be 
emptied  at  regular  intervals  b}^  a  cesspool 
emptier. 

Conservancy.  Mainly  pail  closets. 

There  is  a  very  primitive  sewerage  system 
with  no  proper  disposal  works.  A  sewerage 
scheme  is  required.  A  scheme  to  serve  24 
Council  houses  and  three  private  houses  is 
working  satisfactorily. 

Conservancy.  Pails  and  septic  tanks. 

A  small  scheme  has  been  installed  at  More- 
bath  and  full  treatment  of  the  sewage  is 
carried  out.  'Fhe  plant  is  working  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Sewerage  scheme  with  septic  tank  and  hlter. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Sampford  Peverell 
and  the  position  on  the  31st  December  was 
that  work  was  75%  complete.  Various  small 
sewage  disposal  works  provided  in  the  past 
are  being  dismantled  and  arrangements  are 
being  made  to  connect  up  all  premises  in  the 
village  to  the  new  sewers. 


Parish. 

vSilverton. 

Details. 

A  public  sewerage  scheme  with  a  small 
sewage  disposal  plant.  This  scheme  is  main¬ 
tained  by  part-time  labour,  which  is  unsatis¬ 
factory.  A  complaint  has  been  received  from 
the  Devon  River  Board  and  efforts  will  be 
made  during  the  coming  year  to  obtain  a 
satisfactory  effluent.  It  may,  however,  be 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  works  on  account  of 
the  post-war  building  programme  in  this 
parish. 

Stoodleigh. 

Conservanc}^  Mainly  pails. 

Templeton. 

Conservancy.  Mainly  pails. 

Thorverton. 

A  public  sewerage  scheme  with  an  anti¬ 
quated  sewage  disposal  works. 

Uffculme. 

A  scheme  to  serve  the  whole  of  the  built- 
up  area,  including  the  new  school,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry.  We  are  still 

awaiting  a  starting  date. 

Uplowman. 

Conservancy.  Mainly  pails  and  septic  tanks. 

Washfield. 

A  small  scheme  has  been  installed  to  serve 
the  village.  However,  a  considerable  amount 
of  storm  water  is  getting  into  the  old  village 
sewer.  Steps  may  have  to  be  taken  to  have 
this  diverted. 

Willand. 

A  new  sewerage  scheme  is  still  awaiting 
Ministry  approval  and  a  starting  date.  Des¬ 
pite  warnings,  more  Council  houses  are  being 
built  at  Willand  and  I  must  point  out  the 
danger  to  public  health  from  the  present 
outfalls  at  the  rear  of  the  Duchess  of  Devon¬ 
shire  Dairy  and  at  Weir  Mill  Farm. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  treatment  plants  have  been 
provided  for  isolated  Council  estates  and,  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  instructions,  the  settling  tanks  are  emptied 
at  regular  intervals  by  contractors.  Arrangements  have 
also  been  made  for  the  filter  beds  to  be  attended  to  regularly, 
part-time  local  labour  being  employed  for  this  purpose. 
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Shops  Acts. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year 
under  review  in  connection  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
relating  to  Ventilation,  Temperature  and  Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

A  complaint  was  received  from  Col.  Trew,  of  Mount- 
lands,  Hemyock,  regarding  the  smoke  from  the  chimney  of 
the  Wilts.  United  Dairies  factory.  Investigation  revealed 
that  there  was  no  nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  However,  advice  was  given  to  the  man 
in  charge  of  the  stoking  operations  at  the  factory. 

Swimming  Baths. 

During  the  year  several  visits  were  made  to  the  swim¬ 
ming  baths  at  Waterloo  Cross,  Uffculme.  I'he  water  is 
filtered  and  chlorinated  at  regular  intervals  and  samples 
taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  is  a  small  swimming  bath  at  Ravenswood  School, 
Stoodleigh.  The  water  is  continually  being  changed  and 
is  satisfactory. 


Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

'The  Council  is  now  operating  two  refuse  vehicles,  a 
Karrier  with  a  ‘Chelsea’  type  body  of  12  cubic  yards 
capacity  and  a  Karrier  ‘  Derby’  type  with  a  capacity  of  16 
cubic  yards. 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  m  operatiein  in  the 
larger  villages  and  built-up  areas  and  a  fortnightly  collec¬ 
tion  in  the  small  out-lying  villages.  Hamlets  and  small 
groups  of  houses  in  isolated  areas  receive  a  monthly  collec¬ 
tion  and  arrangemenis  have  been  made  for  farmers  to  bring 
their  refuse  to  a  central  point  on  a  road  which  can  be 
negotiated  by  the  refuse  lorry. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  24,207  miles  was  covered  by 
the  two  vehicles  in  the  course  of  collecting  refuse  and 
approximately  17,164  cu.  yards  of  refuse  was  collected  and 
disposed  of.  Refuse  disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping  at  Gaddon  Down.  The  tip  is  treated  for  rats  at 
least  four  times  a  year  and  the  only  time  a  large  infestation 
has  occurred  was  during  a  time  when  farmers  in  the  neigh- 
l)ourhood  w^ere  threshing  their  ricks. 
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Cesspool  Emptying. 


A  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  a  cesspool  empty¬ 
ing  firm  for  all  the  Council’s  septic  tanks  to  be  emptied 
twice  yearly. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  23  small  sewage  disposal 
works  serving  groups  of  houses  in  isolated  parishes.  A 
small  weekly  payment  is  made  to  the  tenants  of  certain 
Council  houses  who  have  been  asked  to  maintain  filter  beds. 
The  regular  emptying  of  the  septic  tanks  and  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  filter  beds  obviates,  to  a  large  extent,  complaints 
due  to  smell  nuisance. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  to  empty  private  cess¬ 
pools  or  septic  tanks  in  their  area.  Owners  of  private  tanks 
are  advised  to  contact  one  of  the  two  cesspool  emptying 
firms  operating  in  this  district  when  difficulty  is  experienced. 


Summary  of  Inspections  of  the  Area  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Inspections  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  .  •  32 

Milk  Samples  taken  from  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy 

Farms)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

Bakehouse  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  29 

Inspections  of  Shops  and  Food  Stores  ..  ..  59 

Inspections  of  Butchers’  and  other  Shops  . .  . .  52 

Knacker’s  Yard  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  17 

Rodent  Control  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  80 

Building  Bye-law  and  Town  and  Country  Planning 

Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  521 

Petroleum  Storage  Inspections  . .  . .  60 

Caravan  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  51 

Fried  Fish  Shop  Inspections  . .  .  .  . .  11 

Inspections  of  Hide  and  Skin  Stores  . .  . .  12 

Inspections  of  Public  Houses  ..  ..  ..  6 

Inspections  of  Public  Conveniences  . .  . .  52 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Private  Water  Supplies  54 
Drainage  Inspections  . .  .  .  . .  281 

Inspections  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  .  . .  32 

Cattle  Market  Inspections  . .  .  . .  13 

Infectious  Diseases  Inspections  .  -  . .  40 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Ice  Cream  . .  4 

Refuse  Tip  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  43 

Refuse  Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  60 
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Sewage  Works  Insf)ections  . .  . .  . .  140 

Smoke  Abatement  Inspections  . .  . .  1 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  243 

Disinfections — Infectious  Diseases  20,  Verminous  4  . .  24 

Inspections  of  Schools  . .  . .  . .  3 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  . .  . .  •  26 

Factory  and  Workshops  Inspections  . .  . .  58 

Housing  Act  (1949),  Grant  Scheme  for  Improvements 

Inspections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  231 


Water  Sampling  (Private  Supplies  and  Wells). 


Water  Samples  Taken  (Private  Supplies  and  Wells)  :  — 


Parish.  Unsatisfactor}^ 


Hampton  . .  2 

Bickleigh  . .  — 

Cadbury  . .  — 

Cadeleigh  .  •  — 

Clayhanger  ..  — 

Clayhidon  . .  1 

Cruwys  Morchard  2 

Cullompton  . .  1 

Culmstock  . .  — 

Ilalberton  ..  3 


Hemyock  ..  — 

Holcombe  Rogus. .  — 

Kentisbeare  . .  1 

Loxbeare  . .  — 

Morebath  . .  — 

Stoodleigh  ..  1 

d'oTALS ;  11 


Satisfactory. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

17 


'I'otal 

I'aken 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
2 

4 
2 

28 


No.  of  Wells  closed 

No.  of  Wells  or  Storage  'hanks  cleaned  out  or  otherwise 
treated  . . 


Caravan,  Moveable  Dwelling  and  Camping  Sites. 

(Section  269,  Idiblic  Health  Act,  1936). 

Number  of  sites  licensed  during  1954 
'Total  No.  of  Sites  licensed  at  end  of  1954 


Section  C--FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Informal 

Notices 

(4; 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

17 

2 

— 

— 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

00 

4 

1 

— ■ 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

7 

- — 

— 

— 

Total 

58 

6 

1 

— 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Want  of  cleanliness — Nil.  Remedied — Nil. 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

[a)  Insufficient — 2.  Remedied — 1. 

{h)  Unsuitable  or  defective — 4.  Remedied— 4. 

Inadequate  ventilation— Nil.  Remedied — Nil. 

3.  Outworkers  (Section  1 10). 

The  number  of  outworkers  employed  on  homewmrk  by 
industrial  firms  during  the  six  months  preceding  August, 
1954,  was  28  ;  27  being  engaged  in  the  making,  etc.,  of 
wearing  apparel  and  one  engaged  on  lace  and  net  mending. 

4.  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  (Section  34). 

One  certificate  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  was  granted  during  the  year  under  review. 

5.  Register  of  Factories. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  were  145 
registered  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the 
district. 
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Section  D  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947, 

AND  BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


Deposited 

Approved 

Rejected 

Plans  and  applicationsin  respect 

of  Buildings  and  other  develop- 

ment 

275 

266 

9 

Plans  and  applications  under 

Control  of  Advertisement  Regs. 

8 

7 

1 

Totals 

283 

273 

10 

Section  16,  Town  &  Country  Planning  Act,  1947 — Appeals. 

There  was  one  appeal  during  the  year  against  a  decision 
given  by  the  Council  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  local 
planning  authority,  under  the  Town  &  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947.  This  was  withdrawn  by  the  applicant  before 
the  hearing  took  place. 

Section  28,  Town  &  Country  Planning  Act,  1947 — 

Tree  Preservation  Order. 

No  orders  were  made  during  1954. 

Sections  23  and  24,  Town  &  Country  Planning  Act,  1947 — 
Enforcement  of  Planning  Control. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  sections  during 
the  year  1954. 


Section  E  PROGRESS  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSING  SCHEMES. 

(a)  Number  of  Council  Houses  erected  and  completed 
during  1954  ; 

4'raditional  . .  . .  47 

Non-'Fraditional  ..  59 

—  Total  106 

(h)  Number  of  Council  Mouses  under  construction  at 
31st  Dec.,  1954  : 

Traditional  ..  ..  6 

Non-4'raditional  ..  28 

—  Total  34 


17 


(c)  Total  number  of  Council  Houses  erected  to  date 
(period  1945 — 1954) : 

Traditional  ..  ..  323 

Non-Traditional  . .  177 

-  Total  500 

(d)  (i)  Sites  for  Traditional  Houses  approved  for  con¬ 

struction  but  not  started  at  31st  Dec.,  1954  : 


Burlescombe 

2 

houses 

Ashill 

6 

) ) 

Huntsham 

4 

? ) 

Cadbury  . . 

8 

)  j 

Bradninch 

..  16 

)> 

Culmstock 

2 

5  y 

Total 

..  38 

5  ? 

(ii)  Sites  for  Non-Traditional  Houses  approved  for 
construction  but  not  started  on  Dec.  31st,  1954  : 

Cullompton  . .  . .  16  houses 

Hemyock  . .  . .  4  ,, 

Total  . .  20 


Section  F— HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

{a)  (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  . .  297 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  349 

(5)  (i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 
sub-heading  (a)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  ..  ..  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unht  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  24 
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id)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading 
and  found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht 
for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  126 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  ht 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

(iij  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  ht  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  .  .  1 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Notice  pending,  3ist  December,  1954  ..  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

fi)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  . .  .  .  . .  5 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  3 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Notices  pending,  31st  December,  1954  . .  2 

(c)  lAoceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  accepted  . .  . .  2 

(iij  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 
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(e)  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of  under¬ 
takings  not  to  let  given  by  the  owners  : 

(i)  Cottages  at  Kitwell  Street,  Uffculme  . .  2 

(ii)  Cottages  at  Sutton  Barton,  Halberton  ..  4 

(iii)  Cottage  at  6,  Frog  Street,  Bampton  . .  1 

Total  . .  7 

(f)  Cottages  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  : 

fi)  Cottages  at  Red  Ball  . .  . .  2 

(damaged  by  fire  and  later  demolished  by 
the  Council) 

(ii)  Cottage  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Pike  at  Hill- 

moor,  Culmstock  . .  . .  . .  1 

(iii)  12,  Hornbeam  Terrace,  Bradninch  . .  1 

(house  partly  collapsed,  later  voluntarily 

demolished) 

Total  . .  4 


4.  Housing  Act,  1949  (as  amended). 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  grants  in  respect 
of  23  dwellings,  as  against  6  in  1953.  The  work  of  improve¬ 
ment — particularly  to  farmworkers’  cottages — wTen  com¬ 
pleted,  wfill  ease  the  housing  situation. 


Section  G— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

1.  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938 — Sections  13  and  14. 

(a)  Ice-Cream  Premises — 

(i)  Number  of  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice-cream 
during  the  year  .  .  . .  . .  6 

(ii)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  and/or  sale  of  ice-cream 
at  the  end  of  1954  . .  . .  . .  64 

Of  the  total  number  of  premises  registered,  five  w^ere 
registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and 
the  remaining  59  wmre  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice-cream  onhc 
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(6)  Bakeries — 

One  new  bakery  was  registered  under  the  Act  during 
the  year. 

(c)  Fried  Fish  Premises — 

No  registration  of  fish  premises  under  the  Act  was 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

(d)  Egg-Packing  Premises — 

There  are  six  egg-packing  stations  registered.  These 
premises  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  through¬ 
out  the  year  under  review. 

(e)  Butchers’  Premises — 

Three  butchers’  shops  were  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  sausage  and  meats. 

2.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  57 — Slaughterhouses. 

Eight  annual  licenses  wmre  granted  in  respect  of 
slaughterhouses  during  the  year  and  one  knacker’s  yard 
licence  was  granted. 

3.  Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses. 

faj  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

In  July  the  Council  recommended  the  licensing  of  14 
premises,  after  certain  repair  work  had  been  carried  out. 
I  wish  to  record  that  from  a  Public  1  lealth  point  of  view  I 
did  not  recommend  the  granting  of  further  slaughterhouse 
licenses,  as  it  would  be  difificult  to  maintain  proper  inspec¬ 
tion,  ensure  a  good  standard  of  cleanliness  and  the  disposal 
of  waste. 

fdj  Tiverton  Junction  Slaughterhouses. 

The  work  of  meat  inspection  at  Tiverton  Junction  has 
been  carried  out  well  considering  staff  ('hanges  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  particularly 
pigs. 

The  work  of  ante-  and  post-mortem  inspection  has 
received  attention.  40,000  animals  were  slaughtered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  3,000  on  the  previous  year. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  was  72  tons, 
3  cwts. 


The  arrival  of  dead  animals  at  the  slaughterhouses  have 
been  dealt  with  as  suspect -Anthrax  carcases  and  therefore 
contact  has  been  made  with  the  Police  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agncultuse  and  Fisheries. 

The  rejection  of  a  very  large  number  of  bovine  and 
sheep  livers  has  again  been  due  to  Cirrhosis — mainly 
parasitic. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  at  the 
slaughterhouses  has  been  generally  satisfactory,  with 
vigilant  supervision. 

Use  has  been  made  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Exeter  for  the  microscopic  examination  of 
specimens,  etc. 

Relationship  and  liaison  with  the  Ministry  of  Food 
have  been  most  satisfactorv. 


(c)  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1918 

1743 

17514 

28224 

Number  inspected 

1900 

1740 

16014 

28224 

All  Diseases  except  T.B. — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

36 

71 

83 

82 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .  . 

1334 

25 

864 

784 

Tuberculosis  Only  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

32 

— 

— 

55 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

367 

— 

— 

2370 

4  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
Act.  The  Electro-leather  is  used  for  the  stunning  of  sheep 
and  pigs  and  the  Cash  Captive  Bolt  for  bullocks  and  calves. 
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During  the  year  eight  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  were 
renewed,  each  for  a  period  of  three  years.  Three  initial 
licenses  were  granted  for  periods  of  three  years. 

5.  Adulteration. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  as 
this  work  is  performed  by  the  County  Council. 

6.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  County  Medical  Department  and  Public  Health 
Laboratories  continue  to  carry  out  this  work. 

7.  Food  Bye-Laws  and  Clean  Food  Campaigns. 

Careful  supervision  and  inspection  of  restaurants,  cafes 
and  food  preparation  premises  has  continued  during  the 
year  under  review. 

No  formal  action  under  the  F'ood  Bye-Laws  has  been 
necessary  during  the  year. 

No  samples  of  Ice  Cream  have  been  taken  during  the 
year  sinc'e  most  of  the  Ice  Cream  sold  in  the  area  is  pre¬ 
packed  and  supplied  by  large  firms  from  outside  the  area. 

(a)  Number  of  food  premises — 14  Bakehouses.  37 
Butchers’  Shops,  75  Restaurants,  etc.,  6  Fried  Fish 
Shops — a  total  of  122. 

(h)  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act — 11  Bakeries,  22 
Butchers,  5  Fried  Fish  Shops — a  total  of  38. 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — 11. 

(c)  48  inspections  were  made  of  food  stores  and  these 

were  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness 
generally.  In  six  cases  the  attention  of  the 
occupiers  was  called  to  minor  items  of  method  of 
storage,  but  these  received  attention  without  formal 
notice  being  served. 

(u)  No  new  educational  activity  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year. 
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{e)  The  method  of  disposal  of  tinned  foods  is  by 
burning  and  unsound  meat  by  digester  process  at 
the  slaughterhouse  at  Tiverton  Junction. 

(f)  No  action  taken  under  this  heading. 

8.  Milk  Supplies — Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Inspection  of  dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms),  continued 
during  the  year  and  several  improvements  were  effected. 

During  the  year  under  review  : 

Twelve  annual  Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of 
the  Special  Designation  “  T.T.”  ; 

One  annual  Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “  Accredited  ”  ; 

Five  annual  Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  ; 

Three  annual  Supplementary  Dealers’  Licenses  author¬ 
ising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised”  ; 

Two  annual  Supplementary  Dealers’  Licenses  author¬ 
ising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  “T.T.,” 

were  granted  during  the  year. 

Although  the  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  cow- 
shippens  is  not  now  that  of  local  authorities,  it  is  worth}^  of 
note  that  substantial  progress  continued  during  the  year  in 
the  improvement  of  existing,  and  construction  of  new,  cow- 
shippens.  All  plans  relating  to  cowshippens  deposited 
with  the  Council  under  the  building  bye-laws  continued  to 
be  referred  to  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer  for 
observations  and  recommendations  from  a  milk  production 
standpoint,  thereby  ensuring  that  the  buildings  ultimately 
conform  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  were  no  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies 
functioning  in  the  district  during  1954  and  no  action  was, 
therefore,  necessary  under  the  Act. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  Council’s  Rodent  Control  Scheme  has  continued 
to  work  well  during  the  year  under  review.  Treatments 
numbered  197  and  764-  inspections  were  made. 

A  fatal  case  of  Spiro-chastosis  Ictero  Maemonhagica 
(Weil’s  Disease)  occurred  at  Clayhidon.  A  rat  caught  oh 
the  premises  was  sent  to  the  Public  Mealth  Laboratory  and 
it  w^as  reported  that  a  guinea-pig  died  seven  days  after 
innoculation  with  emulsified  rat  kidney  and  post-mortem 
appearances  were  typical  of  leptospiral  infection.  As  a 
result  of  this  disease  a  block  control  scheme  was  carried 
out  in  this  area. 

The  Council’s  sewers  have  been  treated  twice  during 
the  year  under  review.  The  annual  treatments  of  sewers 
during  the  past  five  years  have  considerabl}^  reduced  the  rat 
population  in  the  rural  sewers. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS. 

Number  of  storage  licenses  renewed  for  1954  . .  154 

Number  of  new  licenses  granted  during  1954  ,  . .  5 

Total  number  of  storage  premises  licensed  at  the 

end  of  1954  .  .  . .  . .  . .  159 


THE  STORES  FOR  EXPLOSIVES  ORDER,  1951,  AND 
THE  MAGAZINES  FOR  EXPLOSIVES  ORDER,  1951. 

Nine  stores  (all  at  local  quarrying  premises),  were 
licensed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  under  the 
Regulations. 


All  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  hold  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate  and,  in  addition,  the  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


^5 


The  duties  of  the  officers  are  : — 

Mr.  W.  P.  Roberts — Building  Bye-Laws  and  Planning, 
Petroleum  Regulations,  Factory  and  Workshops, 
Stores,  Shops,  C'afes,  Bakehouses,  Caravans  and 
Explosive  Stores. 

Mr.  a.  L.  Sanders — Housing  Inspection,  Council  House 
Pointing  System,  Nuisances  and  Complaints,  Refuse 
Collection  and  Rodent  Control,  Sewers  and  Sewage 
Disposal,  Public  Conveniences,  Infectious  Diseases. 

Mr.  D.  G.  Evans — Supervision  of  Regional  Water  Scheme 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  R.  F.  M.  Saunders — Meat  Inspection  at  the  Abattoirs 
at  Tiverton  Junction — Messrs  Lloyd  Maunder  and 
Messrs.  C.  &  T.  Harris  (Caine)  Ltd.,  Bacon  Factory 
(Slaughtering  only). 

The  Committee  concerned  with  matters  of  Public 
Health  is  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  which  is  held 
monthly. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

G  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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